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Part 1 

The Identification, Placement and 
Review Committee (IPRC) 
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What does “IPRC” mean? 

It’s a noun. IPRC is the group of people – it’s the 
COMMITTEE that makes the recommendation 
regarding identification and placement of a student. 

 
However, you will hear people use IPRC as a verb: 

 

“Has your son been IPRC’ed yet?” 

 

And you will also hear people say IPRC when they are 

speaking about the IPRC meeting: 

 

“When is your son’s IPRC?” 
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Decide whether or not your child 
should be identified as exceptional 
(usually based on a professional 
assessment or report). 

Identify the areas of your child’s 
exceptionality (type of disability). 

Decide an appropriate classroom 
placement (regular class or special 
education class). 

Review the identification and 
placement at least once each school 
year. 

The Purpose of the IPRC 
 



Sample Letter of Invitation (YRDSB) 



Sample Letter of Invitation (SCDSB) 
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IPRC LETTER OF INVITATION 
TO PARENT(S)/LEGAL GUARDIAN 

 

 

Date:  

     

 

 

Dear  

     

,                                                              

 

As we have previously discussed with you, a referral has been made to an 

Identification Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) to consider: 

 

 The NEW identification and placement of your child as an exceptional              

      student OR,  

 

 The REVIEW your child’s  present identification, AND/OR 

 The REVIEW of your child’s present placement  

                   as stated in the IPRC Statement of Decision, dated  

     

.     

 

We plan to hold this meeting on :  

     

 

 

Date:    

     

       Time:  

     

 Location: 

     

 

 

We look forward to meeting with you.  You are welcome to bring someone with you 

to support you in representing your child.   

 

Please complete the form below and return it to your child’s school by 

     

              

A copy of the information package, shared with the committee,  is also available for 

you.  Our Special Education Resource Teacher would be pleased to review this 

information with you. Please contact the school to arrange an appointment.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

_______________________  

       Principal’s Signature 

 

A copy of this letter is filed in the Ontario Student Record folder. 
 

The information which is being requested in this form is collected under the authority of the Municipal 

Freedom of Information and  Protection of Privacy Act, and the Education Act and its regulations, and will 

be used in connection with the student’s enrollment, instruction, accommodation and modification, 

together with any ancillary or related matters under the Education Act.  The contact person for inquiries 

concerning collection of this information is the Principal of the student’s current school. 

 

SE-IPRC-1-06 
 

 

2 of 2 

 

PLEASE  RETURN THIS PORTION TO THE SCHOOL 

 

 

Name of Student:  

     

 

 

! I will attend the IPRC meeting on   

     

    at        

     

 

                        

! I waive the right to attend the IPRC meeting.  I understand that the 

Committee’s recommendation will be sent to me 

 

! I am unable to attend the IPRC meeting at the time indicated.  I will call the 

school to arrange for an alternate, mutually agreeable meeting time. 

 

 

 

______________________________  

                                                                                   Parent/Legal Guardian’s Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

The information which is being requested in this form is collected under the authority of the Municipal 

Freedom of Information and  Protection of Privacy Act, the Personal Health Information Protection Act, 

and the Education Act and its regulations, and will be used in connection with the student’s enrollment, 

instruction, accommodation and modification, together with any ancillary or related matters under the 

Education Act.  The contact person for inquiries concerning collection of this information is the Principal of 

the student’s current school. 

     SE-IPRC-1-06 

IPRC Letter of Invitation for Parent/Legal Guardian 
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Do I have to attend the IPRC? 

It’s important to take advantage of ALL available opportunities to sit 
down with your child’s educators. 

If discussion is needed regarding the proposed IPRC 
recommendations or decision.  

If your child’s identification and placement are not changing; if you agree 
with the your child’s identification and placement; if you have regular 
meetings with the school; if it would be difficult for you to attend. 

YES 

YES 

NO 



Who attends the IPRC meeting? 

 The IPRC must have at least 3 people, one of whom must 

be a principal or Board supervisory officer.* 

 

The other possible attendees include: 

 Student (if appropriate – students over 16 are entitled to 

attend) 

 Parent/caregiver 

 Teacher or Special Education  

    Resource Teacher (SERT) 

 Board staff member(s) 

 Agency representatives 

 Support person (optional) 

 Interpreter (upon request) 

 
*For specialized classroom placements, 2 administrators need to be 

present, and the third attendee is usually a SERT. 

 



What happens at the IPRC meeting? 

Usually, there are no surprises at the IPRC meeting. All of 
the “work” is done in advance of the meeting, with the 
family’s knowledge and involvement. 

Attendees are introduced, the IPRC is reviewed, the 
formal decision is discussed, and the IPRC is signed. 

The actual IPRC meeting usually lasts about 10-15 
minutes. It is the formal acceptance of the identification 
and placement decision.  

If there is a disagreement regarding identification or 
placement, or if communication has broken down, the 
meeting is an opportunity for the parties to share their 
perspectives and try to find common ground. 



What is NOT discussed at the meeting? 

Items in the student’s Individual Education 
Plan (IEP). 

Teacher or classroom assignment, 
disciplinary concerns, Educational Assistant 
assignment, etc. 

Topics not related to the identification or 
placement of the student.    
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Categories of Exceptionalities 

Behaviour 
Physical (physical 

disability, blind/low 
vision) 

Communication 
(autism, deaf and hard 

of hearing, learning 
disability, language 

impairment) 

Intellectual 
(developmental 

disability, gifted, mild 
intellectual disability) 

Multiple Exceptionality 
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Placement Options 

• With Indirect Service (SERT supports 
teacher, in-class accommodations);  

• With Resource Assistance (by SERT);  

• Withdrawal Assistance (supported by 
SERT outside the regular classroom). 

Regular class 

• Community Class or Student Support 
Services Class or Learning Centre Class, 
with not more than 51% of day spent in 
regular class. 

Partially Integrated 

• The Ministry’s Provincial Schools Branch 
oversees the policies and operations of 
these schools , and includes four 
provincial and three demonstration 
schools.  

Fully Self-Contained 
special education 

class 
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Placement Options 

Source: YRDSB 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/SpecEd/Documents/Special Education Placement Options.pdf


Sample Statement of Decision (YRDSB) 



Sample Statement of Decision (SCDSB) 
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Disagree with the decision? 

 Within 15 days of receiving 
the original IPRC decision, 
request to meet again. 
Explain the concerns. 

 

 If cannot be resolved, within 
30 days of receiving the 
original IPRC decision file a 
written notice of appeal to 
the Director/Secretary of the 
school board, or within 15 
days of receiving the second 
IPRC decision. 

 

             Important 
If a family disagrees with the 
original decision but does not 
request a second meeting or 
file an appeal, the decision of 
the IPRC will automatically be 
implemented after 30 school 
days. A parent may request a 
review IPRC meeting any time 
after their child has been in a 
special education program for 
3 months. 
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Part 2 

The Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
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What is an IEP?  

• a record of individual accommodations 

• a working document reviewed and updated at least once during each 
reporting period that identifies: 

– curriculum expectations that are modified from the grade level expectations in 
a particular subject or course AND/OR 

– alternative expectations in program areas not represented in Ontario 
curriculum 

• an accountability tool to be used in conjunction with the Provincial Report 
Card with a clear connection to the Ontario Curriculum 

• an ongoing record that ensures continuity of programming (term to term 
and year to year)                                                                     Source: Autism Ontario 

An IEP is a written plan describing the special education program and/or 
services required by a student based on the assessment of the student’s 

strengths and needs that differ from the expectations of the  
Ontario curriculum.  
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 How can you assist with an IEP? 
 

Provide copies of 
assessments 

Discuss your child’s 
“strengths and 

needs” 

Recommend 
accommodations, 
things that “work” 

for your child 

Discuss whether a 
safety plan is 

warranted 

Parents are not responsible for creating IEP content.  
However, many teachers request input from parents. 
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IEP Tips and Ideas 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Strategies to help the student access the curriculum (ex. frequent breaks, more 

time for tests, etc.) and do not modify the curriculum expectations. 

• Be creative! And be specific to what works for your child.  

• Explore other options beyond those typically used for children with a 
specific diagnosis. 

• Strategies NOT to implement may also be included. 

• Use the recommendations from professional assessments, usually found 
at the end of the report. 

• Keep the list concise; remove items that are not practically 
implemented, as well as those that have been shown to be unhelpful. 



Sample Accommodations 
Ministry of Education, IEP Resource Guide, p.29 

 



Sensory Accommodations 
adayinourshoes.com 

http://adayinourshoes.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/list-of-sensory-accommodations.jpg
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IEP Tips and Ideas 

PROGRAMMING PAGES 
Details the current level of assessment, annual goals and expectations for each 

subject that is modified, as well as alternative programming. 

• Accommodations change HOW the student is taught and assessed 

• Modifications change WHAT is taught and assessed; might be at grade 
level but with decreased output, or might change the grade level being 
assessed. 

• Alternative skills are programs not included in the Ontario Curriculum, 
such as social skills or personal care programs.  

• Student can provide input regarding their goals in whatever format 
works, eg. a short video clip expressing their wishes. 

• Refer to previous IEPs and report cards when reviewing your child’s IEP. 

• Use the Ontario curriculum as a guide.  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/
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Writing effective IEP goals 

SCDSB's strategy* for 
SMART learning 

expectations: 

Specific – clear descriptions of 
what will be taught and how 

progress will be measured 

Measurable – you can count or 
observe it 

Action Words – like “apply”, 
“explain”, “point” 

Realistic and Relevant – for child 
to be successful, and to child's 
assessed strengths and needs 

Time Limited – usually within 
one term or semester 

Example of Annual Goal and SMART 
expectation, via SCDSB: 
 
Elementary – ALT program 
 
Annual Goal: In social skills, [student] 
will employ “Stop, Think, Do” or a 
similar technique at a rate of 7 out of 
10 possible situations.  
 
Learning Expectation: In social skills, 
[student] will demonstrate, through 
role-playing, the “Stop, Think, Do” 
technique and employ it or a similar 
technique at a rate of 4 out of 10 
possibilities.  

https://www.scdsb.on.ca/Programs/Program Documents/SMART-goal-brochure.pdf
https://www.scdsb.on.ca/Programs/Program Documents/SMART-goal-brochure.pdf
https://www.scdsb.on.ca/Programs/Program Documents/SMART-goal-brochure.pdf
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TOP 5 IPRC/IEP TIPS 

1. Take advantage of every invitation to meet with your child’s educators face 
to face. 

2. Keep your eye on the Accommodations page. Work with the teacher to 
regularly update – remove items that are not working, and add new strategies 
to try. 

3. When you get a new draft IEP, pull out the previous draft, the most recent 
report card, and the Ontario curriculum. 

4. Don’t go for perfection. If you have faith in the teacher, the IEP needs to be 
“good enough”. 

5. Keep your eye on the goal: a relaxed child who is making progress at their 
own pace. 
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Helpful resources 
CTN Online Resource Site 
http://www.ctnsy.ca/Online-Resource-Centre/All-about-school-and-IEPs.aspx 
 
Ministry Links 
Sample IEPs from the Ministry of Education - IEP Resource Guide, pp. 58-84 
Ontario curriculum http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/curriculum.html 
 
York Region District School Board (YRDSB) 
Parent Guide to the Identification, Placement and Review Committee,    
The Individual Education Plan – A Guide for Parents 
 
Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB)  
Parent’s Guide to Special Education 
Individual Education Plan – Helping your child achieve success in the classroom 
SMART learning expectations 
 
Community Agency Resources 
Community Living resources http://communitylivingontario.ca/resources-students-and-parents/ 
Autism Ontario Knowledge Base http://autismontario.novosolutions.net/homekb.asp 
Easter Seals Kids at School http://education.easterseals.org/ 
**Consider participating in school workshops  by Kerry’s Place, Easter Seals, Autism Ontario, etc. 
 
Modifications and Accommodations 
LD@School for overview of accommodations vs. modifications vs. alternative skill areas 
Accommodations and Modifications, Jacki Oxley 
https://specialeducationontario.wikispaces.com/file/view/Modifications+and+Accommodations+by+Jacki+Oxley.pdf 
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