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What is school advocacy?  

 

 

To advocate for a child in 
the education system is 
to speak on behalf of the 
child and promote their 
specific learning needs.  
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TO MANAGE 
EMOTIONS 

Maintaining a level of 
professionalism – 

balanced with 
assertiveness when 

needed – can be 
tricky, especially when 
emotions are running 

high.  

TO INCREASE YOUR 
CONFIDENCE 

You know your child 
best, and when you 

communicate 
effectively, you will 

be a valued player in 
your child’s 
education. 

TO BECOME PART OF 
THE TEAM 

Learning to 
collaborate with your 
child’s educators and 

truly become a 
member of your 
child’s team will 

create the foundation 
for learning and for 

achieving goals.  

TO SET AN EXAMPLE 

Your positive 
relationship with the 

school will 
demonstrate to your 
child how important 
it is to ask for what 

they need to be 
successful. 

Why do we need to learn how to effectively 

communicate with a school? 
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At the beginning of the school year (or 
earlier), ask your child’s teacher, “What is 
the best way to communicate with you?”.  

Ask what form of daily written 
communication (journal, agenda, etc) will 

work best for them. 

Keep in contact regularly and ask specific 
questions. Maintain an open dialogue to 

minimize surprises when challenges 
arise.  

Request a meeting or phone call with the 
teacher to discuss important items 

(changes in your child’s life, successes, 
challenges, etc.) 

First steps to communication 
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“All About Me” portfolios 
 

wwww.thecurriculumcorner.com 
 

Name:  _______________________________   Age:  _____ 

T eacher:  ____________________________________  Grade:  ____ 

RTI  – Al l  About  Me 

 

 

I need help with:   

I am good at: 

I wish:   

The Curriculum Corner The Files of Mrs. E. 

COLOR:______________

FOOD:_________________

ANIMAL:_______________

When I grow up 
I want to be…

http://connectability.ca/Garage/wp-content/uploads/files/all_about_me.pdf
http://www.thecurriculumcorner.com/thecurriculumcorner123/wp-content/pdf/databinder/rtiallaboutme.pdf
http://thefilesofmrse.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/All-About-Me1.pdf




I've always believed that 
if you want to ensure 

that you'll have 
credibility when you call 
out things that are going 

wrong, the best thing 
that you can do is to 

actively point out when 
things are going right. 

 
Jess Wilson 

adiaryofamom.com 
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Take time to listen carefully. 

Show compassion, sensitivity and respect. Recognize the benefits of 
each other’s expertise and knowledge. 

Collaborate with each other as partners in planning and decision-
making. Approach disagreements in a manner that encourages 

mutual problem-solving. 

Develop a mutual understanding of the child’s strengths and needs. 
Trust each other’s judgment; ask questions, express opinions and 

give suggestions. 

Clarify what is needed to have the child be successful. 

Lynn Ziraldo, LDA York Region 

Work effectively together 
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Successful meetings 
 

Focus on the best interests of 
the child. 

Understand each other’s 
perceptions of the child’s 

strengths and needs (which 
may differ between school 

and home). 

Work to achieve an 
understanding of each other’s 

points of view. 

Determine ways to share 
responsibilities. 

Openly express appreciation 
for participation in the 

meeting. 

Focus on determining a 
positive course of action 
(rather than on assigning 

blame). 

Lynn Ziraldo, LDA York Region 
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When you need to involve more team members… 

Speak to the teacher 
about arranging a 

meeting with all relevant 
team members 

(principal, SERT, etc.) and 
confirm who will be 

attending.  

Set out your concerns 
and questions via email 
3-4 days in advance of 

the meeting to allow for 
information gathering 

and time planning. 

Come to the meeting 
prepared with necessary 

documents, organized 
thoughts, and perhaps a 

support person. This 
helps manage emotions 

and stay focused. 

Approach as a 
collaborative 

brainstorming and 
problem-solving session. 

Decide what next steps 
will be taken, and by 

whom. 

Important items and 
decisions should be 
confirmed by email 

within 1 day, copying all 
participants and 

principal. 



Sherry Caldwell, CTN Volunteer Mentor  

Created for Easter Seals 
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Top 6 Tips for Effective Communication 

 
1. Participate in your school community. 

 
2. Actively point out the positive.  

 
3. Ask specific questions.  

 
4. Avoid super-long emails, and follow the “24h rule”.  

 
5. Set a good example to your child. 

 
6. Choose your battles.  
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 CTN’s Online Resource Centre All About School and Individual Education Plans 

 

 Advocating for Your Child at School, Children’s Support Solutions 

 

 Kids At School, Easter Seals 

 

 Building a Positive Parent-Teacher Relationship, Lynn Ziraldo, LDA York Region 

 

 Shared Solutions, A Guide to Preventing and Resolving Conflicts Regarding Programs and 
Services for Students with Special Education Needs, Ministry of Education 

 

 Learning As We Grow: Enriching Education for Students with Autism and Other 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders, Nicole Beurkens 

 

 Lost at School: Why Our Kids with Behavioral Challenges are Falling Through the Cracks and 
How We Can Help Them, Dr. Ross Greene 

 

 Participate in advocacy workshops, such as those hosted by our partners at Kerry’s Place. 

 

For your advocacy toolkit: 
 

http://www.ctnsy.ca/Online-Resource-Centre/All-about-school-and-IEPs.aspx
http://childrensupportsolutions.com/advocating_for_your_child_at_school/
http://education.easterseals.org/
http://www.ldao.ca/introduction-to-ldsadhd/ldsadhs-in-depth/articles/about-lds/building-a-positive-parent-teacher-relationship/
http://www.ldao.ca/introduction-to-ldsadhd/ldsadhs-in-depth/articles/about-lds/building-a-positive-parent-teacher-relationship/
http://www.ldao.ca/introduction-to-ldsadhd/ldsadhs-in-depth/articles/about-lds/building-a-positive-parent-teacher-relationship/
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/shared.pdf
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/shared.pdf
http://www.amazon.ca/Learning-Grow-Enriching-Education-Neurodevelopmental/dp/0979478758
http://www.amazon.ca/Learning-Grow-Enriching-Education-Neurodevelopmental/dp/0979478758
http://www.amazon.ca/Lost-School-Behavioral-Challenges-Falling/dp/1501101498
http://www.amazon.ca/Lost-School-Behavioral-Challenges-Falling/dp/1501101498
http://www.amazon.ca/Lost-School-Behavioral-Challenges-Falling/dp/1501101498
http://www.amazon.ca/Lost-School-Behavioral-Challenges-Falling/dp/1501101498
http://www.amazon.ca/Lost-School-Behavioral-Challenges-Falling/dp/1501101498
http://www.amazon.ca/Lost-School-Behavioral-Challenges-Falling/dp/1501101498
http://www.amazon.ca/Lost-School-Behavioral-Challenges-Falling/dp/1501101498
https://secure.kerrysplace.org/Community/Programs.aspx?currenttab=GLS&i_loc=
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Special Education – Quick links 

Simcoe County: 

Public – Simcoe County District School Board 
Catholic – Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board  
French public – Conseil scolaire Viamonde 
French Catholic – Conseil scolaire de district catholique Centre-Sud   
Protestant – Protestant Separate School Board 

 
York Region: 

Public - York Region District School Board 
Catholic - York Catholic District School Board 
French public – Conseil scolaire Viamonde 
 
 
See also the Ministry guidelines with respect to Private Schools and Home 
Schools in Ontario. 
 

https://www.scdsb.on.ca/Programs/Pages/Special-Education.aspx
http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/programs/specialeducation
http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/programs/specialeducation
http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/programs/specialeducation
http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/programs/specialeducation
http://csviamonde.ca/Succes-de-leleve/Enfance-en-difficulte/Pages/default.aspx
http://csviamonde.ca/Succes-de-leleve/Enfance-en-difficulte/Pages/default.aspx
http://csviamonde.ca/Succes-de-leleve/Enfance-en-difficulte/Pages/default.aspx
http://csviamonde.ca/Succes-de-leleve/Enfance-en-difficulte/Pages/default.aspx
http://csviamonde.ca/Succes-de-leleve/Enfance-en-difficulte/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://www.csdccs.edu.on.ca/services/service-a-leleve/
http://pssbp.ca/board-highlights/special-education-plan/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/SpecEd/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ycdsb.ca/departments/InstructionalServices/StudentServices/default.htm
http://csviamonde.ca/Succes-de-leleve/Enfance-en-difficulte/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/privsch/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/131.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/131.html
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Scenario 4 

“I am not satisfied with how my 

daughter is being supported at school, 

but I don’t want to bother the teacher.” 

 

 



Building Brighter Futures Together for Kids with Multiple Special Needs 16 

Scenario 4 

“My child’s teacher and I disagree on the 

best mode of communicating with each 

other. What do I do?” 
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Scenario 4 

“We had a team meeting with the Special 

Education Resource Teacher (SERT) and 

principal, but I’m not satisfied with the 

outcome. What next?” 
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Scenario 4 

“The teacher keeps telling me I worry 

too much, but I just want to share some 

tips and suggestions. What do I do?”  

 


